Qualifying as a CILEX Lawyer
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Want to qualify in law with CILEX?

CILEX has recently launched the CILEX Professional Qualiﬁcation (CPQ) which leads to
qualiﬁcation as a CILEX Paralegal, CILEX Advanced Paralegal and/or a CILEX Lawyer,
depending on the career route you wish to follow

CILEX Professional Qualiﬁcation (CPQ)
CILEX (Chartered Institute of Legal Executives) is the professional and governing body for Chartered
Legal Executives (including CILEX lawyers and CILEX paralegals). As an approved regulator with
awarding organisation status, it represents a third branch of the legal profession alongside solicitors
and barristers.
The CPQ is a training programme for those wishing to qualify as a CILEX Paralegal, a CILEX Advanced
Paralegal or a CILEX Lawyer. Scroll down for further information about each of these roles.
Find out more about CPQ

What is a CILEX Paralegal?
CILEX has introduced a new type of paralegal which bases the qualiﬁcation on speciﬁed, uniform
standards. As a CILEX Paralegal, you will be a member of a chartered professional and awarding body,
responsible for setting professional standards.
How is this diﬀerent? The role of the paralegal has always had a fairly vague deﬁnition. Those
working as paralegals do so under the guise of a variety of job titles, usually within a legal
environment, undertaking legal work. There are no standard qualiﬁcations or uniform practices that
‘qualify’ a paralegal; the qualiﬁcation is based on the type of work being undertaken and experience
gained.
As a CILEX Paralegal, your training will have been rooted in a ‘competency-based qualiﬁcation
framework’, which comprise the core principles, behaviours and activities expected of a CILEX legal
professional; on qualifying, you will have demonstrated a prescribed level of professional competence
and high ethical standards and, on an ongoing basis, you will need to provide evidence of your
continuing professional development.
The training you will undertake to become a CILEX Paralegal will involve learning about the law, as
well as key business and inter-personal skills, personal eﬀectiveness and legal technology. Your work
experience will cover key professional competencies and will be validated by your employer
throughout your training so that you are able to provide evidence to show that you are able to
perform at the required level.

CILEX Advanced Paralegal
You could also choose to become a CILEX advanced paralegal, which will build on the legal training
and work experience already undertaken as a CILEX paralegal, as well as acquiring specialist
knowledge in a speciﬁc area of law. On gaining CILEX advanced paralegal status, you will be able to
demonstrate competence and legal knowledge to a high specialist level, enabling you to work as a
specialist case handler in any of the core and optional areas of law you have studied.
Find out more about CILEX Paralegals

What is a CILEX Lawyer?
As a CILEX lawyer, you will be qualiﬁed with practice rights in one (or more) specialist area of law.
This diﬀers from solicitors and barristers who initially train and qualify to practice in all areas of law,
before they go on to specialise in particular areas of law after they have qualiﬁed.
The areas of law where you could choose to qualify to practice in as a CILEX lawyer are:
Dispute Resolution
Criminal Litigation
Residential Conveyancing
Commercial Conveyancing
Employment Law
Business & Commercial Law
Family Litigation

Wills & Probate
Immigration Law
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As a CILEX lawyer, the path is open for you to become, among other things, a partner in a law ﬁrm, a
judge, an advocate in open court, or a coroner.
Find out more about CILEX Lawyers

How do I qualify?

Use the link below to read about qualifying through the CPQ
Find out more about CPQ
Source URL: https://www.lawcabs.ac.uk/qualifying-cilex-lawyer

